We reviewed 190 children with brucellosis admitted over a 7.8-year period. Seventy of these had articular involvement (36%) and the most common site was the hip (18%). All but one patient had unilateral infection. The hip was the only joint infected in 20 patients (57%) .
The next most common articular site was the knee.
All patients had painful limitation of movement and this was the only articularsign in 28 (80%). Extraarticular signs included fever and hepatosplenomegaly.
Brucellosis
is a zoonosis transmitted to man from farm animals and is endemic in Saudi Arabia (Bilal et al 1991) .
It may present as a mild febrile illness with few localising signs, or as a severe multisystem disease. Osteoarticular problems are common in both adults and children (Mousa et al 1987) .
The and an ankle in 1 1 (6%). Other areas were less commonly affected: the foot in four, the sacroiliac joint in three, the elbow in three and the shoulder, wrist and spine in two each.
The 35 Plain radiography showed a joint effusion in two patients, subluxation or dislocation ( Fig. 1 ) in four and avascular necrosis of a femoral head in one (Fig. 2) . No 
